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CHAP, viii, Coesar through all their dominions. Tracing as we are
the history of a title, it is needless to dwell on the signifi-
cance of the change0. Charles, son of the Ripuarian
allies of Probus, had been a Frankish chieftain on the
Rhine; Otto, the Saxon, successor of the Cheruscan
Arminius, would rule his native Elbe with a power bor-
rowed from the Tiber.

Nevertheless, the imperial element did not in every
respect predominate over the royal. The monarch might
desire to make good against his turbulent barons the
boundless prerogative which he acquired with his new
crown, but he lacked the power to do so; and they, dis-
puting neither the supremacy of that crown nor his right
to wear it, refused with good reason to let their own
freedom be infringed upon by any act of which they had
not been the authors. So far was Otto from embarking
on so vain an enterprise, that his rule was even more direct
j and more personal than that of Charles had been. There
I was no scheme of mechanical government, no claim of
absolutism; there was only the resolve to make the
energetic assertion of the king's feudal rights subserve the
further aims of the Emperor. What Otto demanded he
demanded as Emperor, what he received he received as
king; the singular result was that in Germany the imperial
office was itself pervaded and transformed by feudal ideas.
Feudality needing, to make its theory complete, a lord
paramount of the world, from whose grant all ownership
in land must be supposed to have emanated, and finding
such a suzerain in the Emperor, constituted him liege lord

c Putter (Dff Instauratione Impe-
ril Roman?) will have it that upon
this mistake, as he calls it, of Otto's,
the whole subsequent history of the

Empire turned; that if Otto had
but continued to style himself * Fran-
corum Rex,* Germany would have
been spared all her Italian wars.